
            July 7, 2017 

Teton Valley Community Recycling 

PO Box 1193 

Driggs, Idaho 83422 

          
Recycling. Who cares? 
Please don’t tell me what I can do with my waste. 
It’s just another way to throw things out. Recycling hurts the environment 
anyway…. 

These are real comments I have heard over the last year of my tenure with Teton Valley 
Community Recycling (http://tetonrecycling.org/). 

But I think, if I can do it— if I can find the means to remove just a few items from the 
waste stream; change a purchasing habit; and even simply remember to take my canvas 
bags to the store instead of using the plastic ones at the check-out—then I know we ALL 
can think about small changes that make a big difference. 

You know how I know? Because you’re already doing it. Every change and choice you’ve 
made in favor of REDUCE, REUSE and RECYCLE has had a big impact on our local 
waste stream. And we have numbers to back your actions! In 2016, Teton County  
realized a 7.4 percent increase in waste being diverted from the landfill. This puts us at an 
overall rate of 33.17 percent and closer to the national average of 35 percent—a benchmark 
this community has committed to reach by 2020. 

Over the last 12 months Teton Valley Community Recycling has brought in more than $16K 

in grants that directly impact the county’s waste stream. With those funds, TVCR pur-

chased equipment for the Transfer Station to recycle more scrap metal; secured grant 
funding to train and certify local and regional solid waste employees on how to handle 
Household Hazardous Waste; designed our web site for greater ease and access to public 
information; provided prescription drug disposal bags to protect ground water contamina-
tion; and, we’re working to place permanent recycling bins at public spaces in city parks. 

TVCR recognizes the importance of collaboration in getting things done. We have reestab-
lished important regional and statewide relationships through Eastern Idaho Public Health, 
Department of Environmental Quality, and the Idaho Solid Waste Association. We’ve 
worked with more than a dozen local and regional government agencies and non profits 
as well.  

And what a better way to support TVCR and your waste diversion efforts than through the 
Tin Cup Challenge. With the Tin Cup Challenge (http://www.cftetonvalley.org/) hosted 
through the Community Foundation of Teton Valley, your donation is leveraged with a per-
centage match. The giving period for the Tin Cup is open now and will close on Friday, 
July 22 at 5pm. 

Sincerely yours, 

Board members, Ashley Koelher, Al Young, Emily Selleck, Kate Bierman, and Julie 

Muller with Jeannette Boner, Executive Director
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